Clacton Rugby Club
Clacton


15 points;
Thetford


17 points

RFU Junior Vase – Round Two

Saturday 5th November 2011 

For nearly one and three quarter hours last Saturday afternoon, Clacton were comfortably winning their RFU Junior Vase tie, and thoughts were starting to drift towards who their opponents might be in the next round.  Unfortunately, with just five minutes of an extended game to go, their concentration lapsed completely, and it is the Norfolk side who now make the progress. Meanwhile the Seasiders can look forward to a blank Saturday at the end of November, and a chance to take out the family for some early Christmas shopping.

Only Lee Turner was missing from the Clacton team, and they made the perfect start to any game.  Winning the ball from the kick-off, they penned Thetford inside their own 22, and took the lead with just three minutes on the clock.  A penalty was awarded, and a quick tap-kick by Ben Buxey saw him over the try-line whilst the visitors were still discussing the merits of the award.  Darren Tully’s conversion attempt from wide on the right hit the crossbar and bounced back.
The visitors regrouped, and had a chance to reduce the arrears three minutes later when Clacton were penalised for offside.  However, the kick was pulled wide, and it was the home side that extended their lead on 24 minutes.  The was quickly through the hands of Darren Tully and James Barbour to set up winger Grant Jarmain and, receiving the ball at pace, there was no stopping him.  Unfortunately, one of the Thetford players suffered a neck injury in the lead-up to the score, and it was a necessary precaution to call an ambulance.

With everyone standing around waiting for the medics, it was agreed to continue the game on the second pitch.  This meant transferring all the game paraphernalia – flags and post protectors – and some 18 minutes had elapsed before the game was eventually able to restart, with Clacton leading 10-0.

The second pitch at Vista Road is both shorter and narrower than the main one, and the home side struggled to get going again.  They were reduced to 14 men when Aaron Johnstone was harshly adjudged to have made a high tackle, and he received a yellow card.  A scrappy game reached half-time without any further scoring, but Clacton paid the price for some poor defending when Thetford scored within two minutes of the restart.
Aaron Johnstone returned to the fray to make it 15-a-side once more, and Clacton also replaced Sam Mahoney and Simon Anderson with Shane Jerram and Joe Wigfall.  They were able to extend their lead with a delightful crossfield move from right to left that ended with Grant Jarmain scoring his second try of the day.  Darren Tully’s conversion attempt was thwarted again by the woodwork, this time the upright, but a 15-5 lead with 25 minutes to go seemed comfortable against fairly ordinary opposition.  Matt Barbour made an outstanding run from full back, but Clacton generally were still not performing to their full potential.  The line-outs were poor, as was some of the general ball handling, but they assumed they had done enough, and Seamus McGowan and Aaron Redpath were brought on in place of the day’s try scorers, Ben Buxey and Grant Jarmain.
The game then drifted into the last ten minutes, and Clacton had two kickable penalty awards.  However, they chose not to go for the points, and they were rocked back on their heels when, with just five minutes to go, the Norfolk visitors scored under the posts.  It was easily converted, and the supposedly comfortable lead had now changed to 15-12.

Clacton were awarded another penalty, but again the opportunity to add three points, and also eat up some time, was passed up.  Instead, the ball was won back by Thetford, and their powerful centre sliced through the entire Clacton defence for a match-winning score.  The conversion was missed, but no one from a jubilant Norfolk contingent cared as it was the final kick of the game.

This was a hugely disappointing result for Clacton, but hopefully it will be used as a wake-up call for future league games.  These continue next week when Old Brentwoods are the visitors to Vista Road.  Kick-off is at 2.30 pm.
A much-depleted Clacton Kestrels travelled to Harwich II’s for a friendly fixture, and lost 42-10.  They make a double-header at Vista Road this week when they take on Felixstowe II’s in a Suffolk Merit League fixture.  They also kick-off at 2.30 pm.

